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thought it was as good as any that could be drawn in the circum-
stances. The people had formed habits of voting for their own
legislatures, and it would be natural for them to vote by the
same rule for the federal legislature. Dickinson argued that the
vote ought to be restricted to freeholders, who had a stake in the
country. They were, he said, "the best guardians of liberty/* They
could be counted on to resist the "dangerous influence of ihose
multitudes without property & without principle, with which our
Country like all others, will in time abound/3 GouverneuY Morris
insisted that unless the vote were restricted to freeholders, rich
men would buy up the votes of the poor and dominate the
popular House, The Convention must consider the future, when
there would be many hired "mechanics & manufacturers*' who
could not be trusted as freeholders could. Most of the people
were now freeholders, and would be pleased with the restriction.
Merchants who wished to vote could buy land and obtain the
right. **!£ not, they don't deserve it," Morris said. Mason opposed
the freehold qualification. <eThe true idea in Ms opinion was that
every man having evidence of attachment to & permanent com-
mon interest with the Society ought to share in all its rights &
privileges." Madison believed that the freehold qualification
would be satisfactory to most of the states, since they already
had it This was one reason for making it a part of the Constitu-
tion, As to the intrinsic merits of the qualification: *Tn future
times a great majority of the people will not only be without
landed, but any other sort of, property." They would either com-
bine in their own interest or else become the "tools of opulence
& ambition.9'
Franklin, the oldest of the delegates but so often the boldest,
had the strongest faith in the people, from whom he had sprung.
It was of great consequence, he said, "that we should not de-
press the virtue & public spirit of our common people; of which
they displayed a great deal during the war, and which con-
tributed principally to the favorable issue of it" He told of the
American seamen who had been taken by the enemy and con-
fined to British prisons. They had patriotically refused "to
redeem themselves from misery or to seek their fortunes'* by re-
nouncing their country and serving on enemy ships of war;
whereas British seamen captured by Americans had seldom hesi-
tated to serve on American ships "on being promised a share of

